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13 Auguſt, 12 Annæ. 


H E Queen granted to T. F. the Office of One of the two Auditors of the Preſt« 
or Impreſts, wich power of Auditing, and (with conſegt of the Treaſury ) 
of determining all Accounts of the, 1. Works. 2. Navy. 3. Ordinance. 4. And 
of all Perſons accountable for Moneys from her Majeſty her Heirs and Succeſ- 
ſors, or from any Perſons in her or their Names received, or hereafter, to be received in 
the Name an Impreſt, in or about her, or their Affairs, applied, diſpoſed or expended, ; il 
or to be applied, diſpoſed or expended. 5. The Hanaper. 6. Wardrobe. 7. Butlerage. . i 
8. Firſt Fruits and Tenths. g. Collectors of Impoſitions, and of the Cuſtoms and Subſi- 
dies of Tonnage and Poundage, and other Subſidies whatſoever, by Act of Parliament | 
8 or hereafter to be granted, as they are now, or were heretofore taken by Au- '4 
itors of the Preſts, or either of them, Quan diu ſe bene geſſerit, with all Authorities, ö 
Preheminencies, Profits, &. to the ſaid Offices, as fully as Mainwaring or others en- | 
. 
| 
| 


joyed, and grants to him the Fee of 100 Marks per Annum for the ſame, and Grants to 
him the Office of one of the Auditors of the Mint, Quam diu ſe bene geſſerit, with all 
Authorities, &c. | | 


It ſeems plain that the general Words in the fourth Article would have extended to all 
Þ* Lottery Accounts, mentioned in the annexed Paper, if the ſeveral Acts therein noted 

d notentruſted the Lords of the Treaſury to appoint an Anditor for them, becauſe all 
the Lottery Funds are impreſted to the reſpective Paymaſters, but the Treaſury hath - 
2 ro appoint the Auditors of all thoſe Lotteries, and to allow as much as they think 
reaſonable. _ 

As to the Accounts of the Sick and Wounded, Tranſports, Marines, Commiſſaries 
Proviſions, Chelſea Hoſpital, they are founded upon Moneys impreſted for the Affairs o | 
the Crown, and ſeem to be plainly within the Words of the Foprth Article. 3 | 
As to the Accounts of Hawkers and Pedlars, Poſt-Office, Wine Licenſes, Leather Du- h | 
ties, Salt Duties, Candle Duties, and other new Duties, they will depend on the Con- | | 
ſtruction of the Ninth Article; The Words (Impoſitions, Cuſtoms, and Subſidies of 
Tonnage and Poundag?, by Ads of Parliament granted, or to be hed, were never 

* underſtood to extend further than to Duties upon Goods or Merchandizes imported and 
exported. Part of the ſeveral Duties on Leather, Salt, Candles, Soap, &c. do ariſe on | | 
Importation, and perhaps the Grant to 7. F. may extend to them. | 1 

But the far greateſt pore of the new Duties laſt mentioned, do ariſe upon Goods of the | ? 1 
Growth, Product, or Manufacture of Great Britain; and i canngt apprehend that the 
Auditors of Impreſts are entituled to be Auditors of this part of the ſaid New Duties, or 
of the Revenues arifing by Hawkers and Pedlars, or in the Poſt-Office, or by Wine Li- 
cenſes, unleſs it be by theſe Words [ And other Subjidizs whatſoever by Act of Parliament, 
granted, or hereafter to be granted, as they now are, or heretofore were taken by Auditors 


_ 


the Preſts, or either of them. 


have read (2 Inſt. pag. $27-) Aids granted in. Parliament were antiently called Subſi- 
dies, and that Aids and Subſidies for War can hardly be diſtinguiſhed ; but in this Patent 
the Word (Subſidies) ſtands in the ſame Glauſe with ( Impoſitions, Cuſtonis and Subſi- 


dies of Tonnage and Poundage ) and the whole Clanſe ſeems to be expounded, if not re- | E 
* by the latter Words (as they now are, or heretofore were taken by Auditors of 

e Preſts, or either of them: ) And this Expoſition is warranted by the Preſident, in the 
Caſe of Mr. Aldworth, who did enjoy the 9 of Auditor of the Poſt : Office . 
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But this ſeems to be x matter fit to be conſidered by his Majeſty's learned Council. And, 


Whether the Crown has not a Power to make a third Auditor, for ſuch Accbunti where» 5 bh 
* 5 Auditing is not already granted to othert, and particularly of the Atebunt; of the 70 
New Bae e 8 $ C > 8 


3 a 1 9 
n the Act, 8 Ae (5a. 99.) for 1900000“. the Fund I to be 

Per Aunum. im 2 ran "po wr pic übe audited as the Treaſury 
751. oo oo ſhall direct, for which the Auditor is to be allowed 75/. (as 1 take it) per ; 
2 by the ** t a n 50 L'Th wa 5 8 i 
nt ttery 9 Anne (pa. 260.) for 1500000/. The Fund is go. 2 7M 
1 4 the Paymaſter or all Fabre to ſach Inſpetion 3 
„Examination, Controle an it, and ſuch in and accoun- | 
ting as the Treaſury ſhall think 73 2 adi CONT Aith 
By Warrant of the late Lord Treaſurer dated the ug March 1714. is 

0 


the Anditor who ſhall have the trouble and A making up for De- 


claration the Account of the Receiver General of the ſame Lottery, is to 0 

751. oo 00 be allowed on the Paymaſter's Account, for each Year 75/. to be paid by 4 

the Accountant. 3 | 5 

; In the Lottery Act co Anno, ( pa. 501.) for Two Millions, the Fund 


. is to be impreſted, and ſubject to the like Audit, and by the faid Warrant, 
Tool. oo oo the Auditor is to have for the Account thereof yearly 1000. 
In the Lottery AR 10 Anne, * 289. ) for 18000007. the like Audit 
| „ 8 and by the ſaid Warrant the Auditor, is to have far this 
gol. oo co gol. per Annum. > beg | 
In another Lottery Act eod' Anno, ( pa. 408.) for 1800000 J. the like | 
ES Audit is preſcribed, and by the ſaid Warrant the Auditor is to have for | 
gol. oo o this gol. per Anm m. | 5 | 
OE. In the Lottery Act 12 Ame (pa. 131.) the was authorized to bY 
iſſue Letters Patents to receive 500000 J. for the Civil Liſt, the Fund is ſub-+ | _ 
| 


* ” 
— — - — — — — 
* * 9 4 N 
* 7 4 >, - 
62 * 8 4 IT In CET: 
» LES: r * 
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jected to the like Audit; the Allowance for which is not ſettled, but in 


25l. oo 00 proportion will amount to 25 /. per Annum CCl Rs 
| In another Lottery Act eod' Anno, (pa. 316.) the Audit is preſcribed in 


ike manner, the Allowance for it is not ſettled, but in Proportion will ; 
| ol. co oo amount to 700. per Annum. Is 2 | 
1 „ OD | | W. Lu 4S-- 
1 
ä To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of wy 
bis Majeſty's Treaſury. e „ 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhips, N „ 
P humble Obedience to your Lordſhips Commands, ſignified by Mr. Zownd:, I have 
conſidered of the Caſe ſtated by him, and of the Queſtion propoſed thereon. _ + . 
Whether the Crown hath not power to make a third Auditor fo ſuch Actounts, whereof the 
| Auditing is not r to others, and particularly of the Accounts of the New 
| Duties mentioned in that Caſe, | & is „ | 
N And as to the firſt part of the Queſtion, there is no doubt but his Majeſty may appoing 8 = 
| an Auditor to Audit the Accounts, whereof the auditing is not already granted to others. x -- 
| The latter part of the Queſtion therefore, is, whether the auditing the Accounts of : 
the new Duties be granted to the preſent Auditors by their Patents. 5 4 5 
| They by their Patents are conſtituted Auditors of the Impreſt, &c. And Auditors of 4 
the Accounts of the Collectors of the 1 Cuſtoms, and Subſidies of Ton #: - 1 
and Poundage, and other Subſidies whatſoever by Acts of Parliament granted, or to be "4 
ranted, and they are anthorized to hear, and with Advice, Conſent and Authority of *s 
e Lord Treaſurer, or Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, and under Treaſurer of the Ex- | 
chequer, to determine all Accounts of the Collectors of the Impolitions, Cuſtoms and * 
Subſidies of Tonnage and Poundage, and other Sublidies whatſoever, of the King his Heirs © 3 
and Succeſſors, as then, or then to fore were taken by the Auditors of the I preſt, or either _ * { 
| preſt, yet of thoſe Accounts, the Moneys impreſted for Pay ment ofthe ſeveral 3 3 1 | 
| | are taken from them by the Acts of Parliament for thoſe Lotteries, and the Accounts. of kl 3 
5 thoſe impreſted Moneys, are to be audited as the Lord Treaſurer or Commiſſioners © 
4 r AS od ee OS. 1 
* a A | p | 2 
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As to the Account of the Cuſtoms paid on Exportation or Importation, the Au litors 6 
of the Impreſts are to audit the Accounts of ths Collectors thereof, who are antient Off- 22 
.cers known in the Law, and the only Officers mentioned in the Auditors Patents, whoſe - K 
Accounts they are to Audit, and this is as well for the New as the Old Cuſtoms, for that 
o_ Acts giving the New, puts thoſe Duties under the ſame Management, Cc. as the 
Were. a | ? * * : : 
There is an Officer called the Receiver General of the Cuſtoms, to whom all the Col- 
lectors pay the Money within their Receipts, and he is accountable for what he ſo Re- 
ceives, and,I am of Opinion, he is not a Collector of the Cuſtoms, nor is his Account 
within the Auditors Patents, under the Words, Accounts of the Collectors of the Cuſtoms, 
and therefore the Crown might have directed who ſhould Audit his Account. 
Bat having ſent for the Patent, dy which that Office was created, which was in the 
Year 1671. I find that on the erecting that Office, all the Collectors of the Cuſtoms are 
directed to pay the Cuſtoms received to him, and the Controuler General of the Cuſtoms 
is to deliver to the Auditor of the Impreſts, an Account of the Debt of every Collector, 
with which the Receiver General is to be Charged, and he is to anſwer for what he hath 
received only, and put the reſt in ſuper on the Collectors, by which it ſeems, the Method 
of the Collectors accounting was chang'd, and the Receiver General was to Account, in a : 
manner-for the Whole Cuſtoms, and to put the Collectors i» ſuper for what they had nor 
pubs and the taking the Account of the Receiver Gerferal was given the ſaid Audiors, 
it ſeems, in lieu of the Accounts of the Collectors. C44 | 
If this Account be taken from the Auditors of the Impreſt, by altering thoſe Directions, 
the particular Collectors of the Cuſto ms muſt paſs their Accounts before the ſaid Auditors, 
as they did before the erecting of this New Office. | | | 
As to the Exciſes and other New Duties given to the Crown, whether ſuch of them, 
which the Acts of Parliament giving the ſame, have not directed how they ſhould be Audi- 
ted, are to be Audited by the Auditors of the Impreſt, depends on the Words in the Au- 
. ditors Patents, of auditing the Accounts of the Collectors of other Subſidies, whatſoever, 
by Act of Parliament, granted, or after to be granted. 
Now the Word Subfidium, as uſed in Latin, is an Aid, and every Duty granted to the 
N is an Ald, and therefore are included within that Word in the largeſt Significati- 
on It. 
But Suthidium, or Subſidy, hath a reſtrained and 2 Signification in Acts of 
arliament, and is fo uſed and known in the Law, v:z. Four Shillings per Pound, or the 
ike, on Land; and Two Shillings and Eight Pence per Pound, or the like, on Goods; 
and this Word, tho in a late Patent, I apprehend, will have the reſtrained ſignification 
| be bad when it came-firſt into the Patent while Subſidies were in uſe, and therefore the 
aſtoms are called the Subſidy of Tonnage and Poundage, being ſo much per Pound of 
the Value of Goods, &c. | 
Great part of the Practice in auditing of the Accounts of Taxes, not ſtrialy Subſidies, 
ſhew; that the Word Subſidy was taken to be uſed in the reſtrained Signification of it; 
for the Accounts of the Aids by a Land Tax, and the Taxes on Windows, have never 
been audited, or pretended to, by the Auditors of Impreſts, but by a particular Auditor 
appointed by the Crown; and, as will be obſerved hereafter, many other Aids have been 
put under the Management of the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, and been audited by the Au- 
ditor for the Accounts of the Exciſe, which could not have been, if the Auditors of the 


Impreſts had the right. of auditing the Accounts of all Aids. | 


Now t6 conſider of the particular New Duties. 
The Duties of Exciſe under the Management of the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, are to 
be andited by a particnlar Auditor, appointed by the Crown, purſuant to the Act of Par- 
iament of the 1ath of King Charles II. that gave the Hereditary Exciſe, wherein it 
directed, that the fe ffice in London, to which all other Offices for the Exciſe 
ſhall be ſubordinate and accountable, ſhall be managed by fach Officers as ſhall be ap: 
in y the King. | 
Po rhe New Duties on Malt, Hops, and on Candles, are by the Acts of Parliament giving 
them to be managed by the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, and have, in conſequence of being 
put under their Management, been auJired by the Auditor of the Exciſe, tho' not di- 
tected to be ſo audited by thoſe Acts of Parliament; and not complained of by the Au- 
ous * ee Vet theſe are Subſidies ar Aids within the largeſt fignification ß 
Word Subjidy. Rn ANF, | | Þ 1 , 
The Fines A; ents for Hackney Coaches and Chairs, are, by Act of Parliament, to 
be accounted for before the Auditors of the Impreſts. 6 80 ; 
The Stamp and Salt Duties, are by the Acts giving them, Duties to be accounted for 
before the Auditors of the Impreſtss. CV 
And the Duties on Clerks aud Apprentices being under the Management of the Com- 
miflione:s for the Stamp Duties, by Act of Parliament, are, without particular Direction 
i . 3 ; : ee. 124 3 . 5 e's in 
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for the Account of the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, to whoſe Offices the Management of 
theſe Duties were added, they were on courſe audited by their Auditor. ö 
W MI What remains are the Daties. | ; 
The Duties for Poſtage of Letre | For Poſtage of Letters, | 
For the Wine Licenſes .. . . . + Commilion'd bythe Crown 9 For Wine Licenſes 5 
For Hides and Skins + 0 | For Hawkers & Pedlars, 18 
For Hawkers and Pedlars Commiſſion'd by the Treafury. © For Hides and Skins. 5 
The Acts of Parliament giving theſe Duties have not directed before whom they ſhall . 
be Accounted for, but the Officers have without any Direction from the Crown or Treaſu- 1 
ry Accounted before the Auditdrs of the Impreſts of Courſe, no partitular Auditor having 1 
been appointed to Audit their Accounts, But Iam of Opinion, they do not belong to 1 
thoſe Auditors by virtue of their Patents, nor will their having Audited them as afore- 2 


ſaid, Create a right to Audit them by the words in their Patents (as then or then to fore 7 


miſſioners of Exciſe by Virtue of the words in the Act of the 12th of King Charles the 2d. 
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in the Acts or otherwiſe, on the Preſumption they were to beaulited as the other Stamp © 
Duties are audited, by the Auditors of the lmpreſts. T > 2 ; 

The Duties on Starch, and Gold and Silver Thread, and Wire, on Soap; Painted Pa- 
per, and Printed and Dyed Linnens, and Silks, are by the Crown or the Treaſur a 
rected to be under the Management of the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, the Acts of Parlia- Fe 


ment having directed them to be managed by ſach Perſons as the Crown or Treaſury . | 


ſhould direct, and the Accounts of them are audited by the Auditor/ of Exciſe; and 
might have been directed to be otherwiſe audited ; but there being a ee Auditor 


were taken by the Auditors of Impreſts) which Words I apprehend will extend to ſuch 
Accounts only, which the former Patents Authorized them to Audit. | h 

Beſides, the Acts of Parliament giving theſe. Duties, having Impowered the Crown to Ja 
appoint Managers of the ſame, and other Officers, proper and necefſary.for Managing, 5 
Raiſing, and for keeping and rendering the Accounts thereof; I am of Opinion the Crown . 
hath the ſame Authority to appoint an Auditor for them, as for the Account of the Com- i 


- I have not heard the Auditors of the Impreſts, who Peradventure might have given BY. 
ſome farther light into this Queſtion, not being directed ſo to do; And I do admit, if SY 

the Practice had been always with them, to Audit all the New Duries, as it hath not : 
been, it would have been an Argument for them; Conſtant Practice being always allow d Fl 
to be of Uſe in expounding of Grants. 3 
Mr. Aldworth's Patent in 1689. to be an Auditor is not Material in the conſideration 8 
of this Queſtion, there being a Clauſe therein, that He ſhall not interfere with the Mts 
Rights of any Auditor already Conſtituted. Mn" EE, | 235 


s 


All which is humbly ſubmitted to your Lordſhips great Wiſdom. | | 
0 jus E dw. Northexy . 


| 23d November, 1715. 

£ - ; d 8 "PR i 4 15 : Fg 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners 5 

. F bis Majeſtys Treaſury. EY: 4 

May it pleaſe your Lordſhips, hn} 2 RT, . „ ; 5 

N humble Obedience to your Lordſhip's Commands, ſignified by Mr. Lownds to Mr. 1 

1 Attorney General and my ſelf, whereby we are to certifie our Opinions on vu 
the following Queſtion, 'viz. FL | 3 25 | Ae 5 
| Whether the Crown has not a Power to make a Third Auditor for ſuch Accounts, whereof 7 
the Auditing is not already granted to others, and particularly, of the New Duties” 5 4 : 


therein mentioned. | 

I have conſidered the ſeveral parts of the Letters Patents to the preſent Auditors of _ 

Impreſts, which bear date ReſpeRively the 16th of March, 2 Anne, and the 13th of 
Auguft, 12 Anne; and the ſeveral Acts of Parliament, by which the faid ne Duties are 
granted ; And, not being able to concur in Opinion with Mr. Attorney, I crave leave 

to lay before Vour Lordſhips the grounds of my own thoughts particularly and fully, © _ 

I have no doubt but the — 42 — to make a third Auditor, for ſach Accounts, 

the Auditing of which is not, at this time, well granted to others; Bat this Queſtion ge- 
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the Patents of the Auditors, was introduced yet remains under ſome- uncertainty to 


r 


to be comprehended in them. 


gends, on the extent of the Grants to the preſent Auditors, and, on what ſhall be cor. 
It is neceſſary; to obſerve ;to.your Lordſhips, that the Offices, as now held by the Audi- 


tors of Impreſts, are no part of the Antient Conftitution of the Exchequer, but became 
xt Offices about. the 2d Year of Queen Eli. Not long after the annexing the Courts, of 
Augmentations, che Courts of; Sarveyors, and firſt Fruits and Tenths, and the other new 


exected Courts of Ne the Court of Exchequer. The Tenor of the Letters Pa- 


tents to Coddenham, one of the two firſt Aulitors of Imprefts, 2 Eliz. imports it to be 
an Office, then WY erected; It runs in zheſe Words, viz: Sciatit quod nos pro certis 
bonis & rational Cant & Confideratib', nos ad preſens ſpecialiter mover? Ordinavimus 
& 8 . per præſentes pro nob' Hered" Succeſſor” noftris Ordinamus & Ap- 
Fuamm, quod 4. cetero 72 & erunt duo Auditores vocat' & vocand Audit de les preftes 

F Compotor” forenſecor noſtrorum & quod h cant & heb unt plenam Poreſt a- & Authoritat 
823238 & determinand' omma & fingula Compot', &c. Beſſdes the Impreft Accounts, 
m whence they take their Name, there are granted to them by theſe Letters Patents, the 


& 


Works, of the Treaſurer. of the Navy, Maſter of the Ordinance, of all Perſons then or af- 
terwards accountabte for prep Money, of the Clerk of the Hanaper, of the great Ward - 
robe, Chief Butler, and of the firſt Fruits and Tenths. Before the erection of theſe Offices, 
there were, as I humbly apprehend, no ſtanding known Officers, who could claim the ſaid 
ſeveral Audits, except that of the Firſt Fruits, which ceaſed with the Court of that Name. 
The Accounts of Impreſt Money ( not being in antient times the great Accounts of the 
Exchequer) were then audited by Perſons. Commiſſioned, from time to time, as occaſion 
required: In times nearer the Erection of the ſaid Offices, particularly in the Reigns of 
Hen. IV. VI. VII. and VIII. as well the Impreſt Accounts, as moſt of the other Spe- 
cies of Accouats contained in the ſaid new Letters Patents, were audited generally by the 
Auditores Sraccarii, who were ſtanding Officers; but they did this, as I conceive, not 
Virtute Offici:, but by Virtue. of the ſpecial appointment and Aſſignation of the Trea- 


8 and Barons: If it ED, I can. furniſh your Lordſhips with many undoubted 


ovfs of this, from the Records of the Court of Exchequer. 


The true State of that Matter, I take to be this: The Authority of the Audirores Scarca- 


vii (who are the antient Auditors, and remain to this day, tho their Number be leſſen d) 


was local; They had their reſpective Allotments of Counties, within their Patents, And the 


2 the Accounts of the annual ordinary Accountants within their Counties, ſuch as the 
heriffs, Eſcheators, &c. But your Lordſhips will obſerve, that all the Species of Accounts 
granted to the Auditors of Impreſts, except that of the Firſt Fruits (for which there might 
bea particular Reaſon) were ſuch, as did not fall within the ordinary Power of the Au- 
ditors of Counties; They are either caſual, as the Impreſts, and many of the Foreign Ac- 
counts are, Or elſe, they are ſuch, as, tho? arifing out of the ſeveral parts of the Kingdom, 
et are not accounted for, directly to the Exchequer, by the immediate Collectors, but, 
by one General Accountant, the Extent of whoſe Account was univerſal throughout the 
ingdom; Theſe Accounts are, at this Day, called and diftinguiſhed from local or parti- 
calar Accounts, in the Language and Courſe of the Exchequer, by the Name of Anglia 
Accounts; And theſe general Accounts increaſing about the end of the Reign of Hen. VIII. 
afterwards unto the Reign of Queen Elix. and during the fame Period, the buſineſs 

of the Azditores Scarcariz (who were antiently but five, but angmented by Queen Eliz. 
to ſeven) very much increaſing, by the Acceſſion of the Buſineſs of the New Courts of 


| 23 (who, while they ſabliſted, had Anditors of their own) Theſe Circumſtances, as 
888 occaſion d the erecting the Offices of the Auditors of teens, to which 
e 8 


Accounts, which before that time were not under any certain and fix'd Audit, were 


annex d by the Letters Patents of Queen Elis abeth. 

The Offices of the Auditors of Impreſts being erected on theſe Foundations, your 

Lordſhips will find by inſpecting the Patents of Erection, that the Clauſe, vn which the 

preſent Queſtion de was not in the firſt Grant of the Offices: They were originally 

granted for Life, as Tha ave, for ought appears to me, continued to be ever ſince; ſeve- 

ral new Patents, were afteryards granted of theſe Offices, in the Reign of Queen Eli. 
4. I. and Car. I. in the fame Tenor as the firſt, without any alteration that I can find. 
at in the 7 Car. I. in the Grant of the Office to John Worfield, the following Clauſe is 


inſerted, viz. Ac eidem Joh'i Worfield Damus & pro nob' Hered' & Succeſſor n'ris Con- . 

cedimus Plen' Poteftat' & Authoritat' Audiend' & per, & cum Adviſament Authoritar 
brbeſaurar” SCCrii ni Hered &. 

Succeſſor* n'rorum pro tempore exiſten. det minand omnia & ſingul' Comp'a & Vis? Compot' 


& Conſenſu Mani Theſaurar? Ang Cancellar & Su 


Colletfor' Impoſition' & Cult um preterit' & Compot' Firmar' Cuftum' vocat, The great Farm 
of the Cuſtoms, prout modo capt” ſuit per Auditor preſtitor vel cor alter & Subfidis Ton- 
nag” & pondag' n'rum Hered', &. „ 5 
. I have endeavoured to diſcover the exact time, when the Clauſe, as it now ſtands in 


os 
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| 
1 P's 2 ” : 
4 % 8 Fay 53 & 
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Power to audit the Foreign Accounts, the Accounts of the Clerks and Surveyors of the King's 
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14 1 | 1 1 
14 8 there being as 1 am inform q, no Bills in the Signet Office before the Reſtora on, 1 
1 bi 92 the Information, I have from the Rolls being imperfeck as to one of the Offices, 

14 y The beſt N L can give of it is this: In the Grants to Wood the 24th July 16 Car. I. | 
1 "+ | and to Bartholomew Beal. 17th Car. I. (both of them Grants in Rewerßon) the 1 7 
4 - Clauſe continued in the form, before recited, out of Worfie/ds Patent; But, of the i. 

| 13 Juni, 16 4 as A sb an Entry in the Docquet Book at the Rolls, à Patent WET, 

ante 1 4 ld, dated at Oxford, bur the Intollment + it is not to de fs 
us; but in 


Was e | | 0 ' 

Bun Ly | * 2 Grant to Brook 607 8 24 Cor. II. the 2 iſt of * 7 | 

The Grant to Wyld is recited to be a Grant in Reverſſon, after Meld, Bing! 2 # oo oy 4 | 
or 4 1 


A. Offic' unis. duor Auditor Collector / Cutum & Compot” Hrn Cut um & SO, 
1 


1 Hertd & Succ Jus ad tunc conceſs' aut impoſterum” conce cidemRob'to Wyld 1 
3 did Dum Rex pls erit 1155 ateftat” * [ſag ent? f 
+ Authoritat' & conſenſu pred Magni Theſanrar” Ang Cancellar” & Subthe | 25 N = 

us Hered' & K. pro tempore c viſten det ninand omnia Vis 7 

ompor Collector Cyſt um & Compot' Firmar” Cuftum' & Su Pondlag & al. * oa 

Subjid' quorumcungque dci dini Regis Hered' & Succeſſor” ſuor', ſic ut prefertur conteſs & Ae. 

. cancedend Habend, 5 e de Vt g | 2 4* 

| - Your Lordſhips obſerve that the Word ( Impeſiti e Patent of 'Worfeld, is +# 

| . not in Wyld's Patent, but came in again in the Grant to Brook Bred 6 where the N 

| Clauſe is in theſe Words, vic. Canceſſimus etiam pro nobis Hæred & Succeſſor” nr prefat nw 


Suhſid quor umcungue per Act Parliam Regni naſtri Angi nobis Hered' 
Conceſs aut in poſterum concedend' &c. Ac eidem Brook idges Damm & pro vob Her | | 
| per cum Agviſam Authorita . 


1 & Succeſſorum n forum, prout 0 44 
v eorum alter, &c. And in this Form the Clauſe now continues, except the Words re- = 
1 ley and Mr. Manwaring; Your Lord ſhips may arrive at a more exact Knowledge of this 3 
N the time when the preſent Clauſe was firſt inſer- 


| ſity, being, as I humbly apprehend, even nec 
; art on the Patents chemiclves, 1 could not omit laying them before your Lordfhips : 


ſides that Stated by Mr. Lownds relating only to the new Duties, another Queſtj- | : | 


General or Caſhier of the Cnſtoms, Whether the Power 0 ri them be granted to of 
the Auditors of Im preſts by the words Compot Collector Impoſition' Cuftumar” & b- =. 


'F ; | Caſhier not gs as is objected, a Collector within the Words or Meaning of theLetters | 
"7 Patents; the wor . 
1 | the Grin, #5 el as to the Juen ; not only, as it may affect the Accounts of this great 


preſts only, but likewiſe, in relation to 4 future Conduct of this matter. 
To ſet this Queſtion in aclear light It is Neceſſary to ate to Your Lordſhips the Antient 
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of all Duties within h 
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7) 


by 2 patents under the Great Seal, tho' his BuſineG is much reduced; He do's not, 
or has he, for many Vears, made the Collection of the King's Duty: He now receives 
Yearly from the 11 Remembrancer a oy" > wr Book, wherein he makes Entries, 
| is Port, He continues the Guſtody of the Cocket and Beam, and do's, 
vr ought, annually to return into the King's Remembrancers Office his Book of Entries 
Which remains there, and is, as I conceive, a Record of the Court: The Comptroller 
was 4 Charge or Checque on the Cuſtomer, he was alſo in ſome ſort an Accountant to 
the Exchequer; as appears from the condition of his Recognizance, and continues an 
Officer, tho' not an Accountant,: to this day. - + | eel * 
It is farcher neceſſary'to obſerve to your Lotdſhips, that the Cuſtoms were put in farm 
in the beginning of the Reign'of King James the I. and continued fo, for ought I can learn, 


ſtoms, or on the erecting 7 5 Offices of Recelver Gener 


0 Ca 1. 
Tpon th mda am clearly of Opinion, that No Accounts of the Collectors 
of Impoſitions and Cuſtoms, Cc. in the Patents of the Augjtots of Impreſts, can't 
llector, wet thoſe words 
oms. 


of the e as a Conſequence, yet whilſt the Cuſtomer was the Accountant, and 
the Auditing his Accounts from the Auditqt of the. Exchequet, to whom it was then well 


4 ditors of Impreſts, an allowance was made to the Farmets for the Fee of the Auditors 
off the Exchequer, uſually paid to them by the Cuſtomers of the ſeveral Ports of England 
and Wales, for taking their Accounts; $0 that to underſtand the Collector, in the Let- 
hon Patents to be the Auditor of Impreſts; the Cut 


But it will appear upon {Enquiry chat the Caſtomer had ceas'd to be an Accountant long 
before this Cabs carbs into the PT of the Auditors of Impreſts, I can't diſcover 8 


ny Account of the Cuſtomer, but tis highly probable, that he ceaſed to be the Accoun- — 


afit, When the Cuſtoms were firſt put into Farm, in the un of the Fig of Fae. I. 
9, your Lordſhips will judge how right a conſfruction it muſt be, inſtead, fi 
Within thoſe words the Accqunts of thoſe Perſons, who were the only Accquntants, an 


Were in fit at that time, no'Accountantsat all, nor have been ſo, from that day to this. 
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*.\'4 bad 448+ | (83) f F 1231 ts, 4 
When the Clauſe was firſt inſerted in the Patent to Worfeld, the Cuſtoms were in Farm 
and from that time the Farmers accounted before the Auditors of Impreſ under the de. 
nomination of Collectors; After the Reſtoration, the Cuſtoms delng in Commiſſion 
for a few Years, the Commiſſioners were the Accountants, and they ctonmnted do the 
Auditors of Impreſt, 'as Collectors, and under that Name: About rhe-/#gth-Year;/of 
Car. II. jt was again put in Farm for four Years, during which time the new” Farmers 
again paſſed their Accounts, with the ſame Auditors: On the expiration of this Farm; 
s Commiſſioners were diſcharged of their Account, and the Receiver General was if 
ſtituted, and became the Accountant in lieu of the Commiſſioners and Farmers z and he 
has ſince accounted in the ſame manner for neax fifty Years, withoat Exception, or ſo 
much as a Doubt rais'd it: This Series of Experience and Practice, in any other 
Qiſe, would be an — — interpretation of the Word Collector, contrary to that 
now endeavoured to be put upon it; It ſhews, that the Word Callector in — Patent 
was never conſtrued literally, or in a reſtrained Senſe, but being undet ſtood firſt of the 
Farmer, then of the Commiſſioners, and laſt of all of the Receiver, was meant to extend 
to ſuch Perſons, from whoſe Hands the Cuſtoms came into the Receipt, and who: were 
anſwerable for them, and were the Accountants; and if his Majeſty ſhould aboliſh- the 
Office of Receiver or Caſhier, and appoint a new Office for the ſame end, tho' under an- 
other Character, I ſhonld have no doubt but ſuch new Officer would be within the in- 
tent of . And, indeed, this is agreeable to the conſtant Tenor and Lang 
of the Exchequer, in all Records of Accounts in the Pipe and other O where 
Word Collector is promiſcuouſly uſe and applied, without Diſtinction to all-kinds of Ac- 
countants, who did anſwer the Revenue to the Crown, every ſuch Perſon, being effen- 
rially and really the Collector to that purpoſe. ! 47 of 77h 
The ſubſtantial Deſign of this Clauſe in the Grant was to fix the anditing the Accounts 
of ſo conſiderable a Branch of the Revenue to a certain Office, and in a known Courſe, 
for which Reaſon, I think, it is a very inadequate Conſtruction, and againſt the Nature 
of this Grant, wherein the Publick is concern d, ſo far to enexvate it by a Conſtruction, 
as to make the Efficacy of it depend upon the Style or Name of the Perſons who were, or 
ſhould be the Acconntants, when as to tHe Accounts themſelves, which is the ſubject mat - 
ter, the Intent and Words of the Patent are plain and indiſputable. mm.. 
I thought the Direction in the Patent to the Receiver, That the Auditors of Tmprefts 
ſhould charge him in his Accounts, with hit aft ual 2 and no more, was the ſtrongeſt 
Admiſſion of the Right of the Auditors of Impreſts ; hoſe Words being neither 22 
as a Direction to the Receiver, before whom he was to Account, much leſs can it be ſai 
to be an Authority to the Auditors, but is truly and properly a Direction to them in 
the method of taking this Account, and an indempnity to them as to the Allowance. 
If the Word Collector in this Patent is to receive a litteral Conſtruction, the ObjeRi- 
on, tho not yet made, holds with more Force againſt the Accounts of the Comptroller 
General of the Cuſtoms, which is the general Account of the whole Collection, as that of 
the Receiver is of the neat Produce; but, both being the Accounts of the Collectors of 
the Cuſtoms, tho' in different Forms, one of the Groſs, and the other of the neat rar” 
and making but one compleat Account, I am of Opinion, that the Auditing of them is we 
granted to the Auditors of Impreſts. SS [0s 1 


The ſecond Queſtion, is that 5 sd by Mr. Lomnds in reſpect to the new Duties, 
vix. Whether the auditing t ccounts of any, and which of them belong of right to the 
Auditors of Imprefts, by virtue of their Patents. | | 


No doubt can ariſe on thoſe Duties, which by expreſs Words in the Acts that grant 
them, are directed to be audited by the Auditors of Impreſts; under this Head are the 
Stamp Duties, the Duty on Salt, on Hackney Coaches and Chairs ; The Duties on Clerks 
and Apprentices are by Act of Parliament put under the Management of the Commiſſio- 
ners of Stamps. Nor, as r ſuch new Duties, as, by the Acts of Parliaments 
that granted them, are put under th Management of the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, which 
will in neceſſary Conſequence, without 2 Words, ſubject the Account of them to 
be audited by the Auditors of Exciſe: The Duties of this kind are the new Duties on 
Malt, Hops, Candles, Cc. © . mA ao | Sf 
It is taken for granted in Mr. Lownds's State, that the auditing the Accounts of the ſe- 
veral Lotteries therein enumerated, are under the Appointment of the Treaſury, and 
not of the Crown, by virtue of the Words in the Acts of Parliament; But, I muſt ob- 
ſerve to your Lordihips, that there is a double Account ariſing on thoſe Aas of Parliament, 
the one of the Collection of the Duties, before they come into the Receipt of the Exche- 
quer, and the other, of the Receipts of the Monies impreſted into the Hands of the Pay- 
maſters for the uſe of the Lotteries; the later Account being of Impreſt Monies, had 
been fully within the Patent of the Auditors of Impreſt, if the Acts of Parliament had 
not interven'd; the Accounts of the Duties themſelves fall under one or other of the Con- 


ſiderations herein ſtated. c As 
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| ( "I 
As for the Duties on Starch and Silver Thread and Wire, upon Soap and printed Lin- 
nens, the Crown or Treaſary have power to appoint Commiſſioners, who ſhall have the 
— 1 and Management of the Duties fo to be raiſed, and ſhall render the Accounts of 
them, but direct nothing as to tke auditing their Accounts; The management of theſe 
Duties being annext by the Crown to the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, in Execution of, and 
purſuant to the Power given in the Statutes, I take the auditing them, whilſt they con- 
tinue ſo anneXt, to follow thereon as a conſequence, and to belong to the Auditors of 
Exciſe, mach, as if the Acts themſelves, had put the Management into the Commiſ- 
fi rs 0 ae. wo ny 5 5 - 5 
1 to the Duties ariſing by Wine Licenſes, Hawkers, Pedlars, Hides and Leather, the 
Crown or Treaſury having the Power to appoint Commiſſioners for the Management 
and Receipt of them, as of the Duties laſt mentioned, and the Acts being ſilent, as to the 
Power of appointing Auditors of their Accounts, and the Crown having appointed di- 
int Commiſſioners for thoſe Duties, the 5 6 propos d by Mr. Lomndi, as to theſe 
ties, depends on th conſtruction of the Words, vi. Cullector Impoſition & Cuſt umar 
& Sublid' Tonnag' & Pondag' & aliorym Subſidiorum guorumennque conceſs ſeu impoſter* 
concedend',. prout modo cap” Ferum per Auditor preſtit ſeu alterutrum eorum. | 

The Commilſſjoners of theſe ſeveral Duties, being the Accountants to the Crown, are, 
in my Opinion, Collectors within the Intent of this Clauſe, but theQueſtion is, whether 
any Words in this Clauſe extend to the Duties themſelves: Your Lordſhips obſerve, that 
the Words of the Patent are Cmpot Collector Impoſition' & Cuftumar', &c. By which, as 

ell as from conſideration of the time, and manner of inſerting them into the Patent, 

e Word Impoſition muſt be Operative of it ſelf, and have a meaning diſtin from 
the Word Cuftumar', and I am of Opinion, that the Grant of the Auditing the Accounts 
of Impoſitions granted or to be granted by Parliament, would extend to theſe new 
Duties. e a | | | : 

But the great doubt has ariſen on the general Words which follow, viz. Et aliorum 
Subfidior* quarumecungque, &c. The Word Subfidium has a known Legal Signification ; It 
is avery antient. term in the Law, in its primitive ſenſe, ſynonimous with the Word 
Auxilium, the moſt extenſive Word, and applied to all forts of Parliamentary Aids; 
Auxilium was indeed, more antiently underſtood of ſuch Aids, as aroſe to the Crown by 
Tenure: I could produce to your Lotdſhips inſtances on Record in the 37 Her. III. 
Where an Aid is mentioned to be granted in Auxilium transfretationis in Va coniam, and 
other of like Tort in the fame Year, in Subſidium eundi in Vaſconiam. We find the 

ord Subſidium in frequent uſe in our oldeſt Statures now extant, and ſo downwards 
to the Reſtoration, as well as in the Records of the Pipe, and Remembrancers Office; 
and from all theſe laſtagces, tis indiſputable, that its Senſe is 7 and applied, with- 
out Diſtinction, to Aids on Lands or Goods, on the Clergy and Laity, to Aids on Perſons, 
by reaſon of their Eſtates, or Employments, and to Aids on the Product of Land or Ma- 
nufactures, as well on Merchandize as otherwiſe ; of theſe the Inſtances are innumerable, 
and, tho” the manner of charging and raifing the Land Subſidy varied in ſeveral Reigns, 
yet it ſtill preſerv'd, till very lately, the Name of Subſidy in the Acts of Parliament. 

In the moſt antient times, of which we have any certain notice, Extraordinary Aids, as 
well on Merchandize, as on Manufacture, and the Product of Land, were called Subſidies 
in Acts of Parliament. 14 E. III. Subſidies are granted of the ninth Fleece, Lamb, and 
Sheep 3 upon Wool, Woolfells and Leather. 27 E. III. A Subſidy is granted of every 
Cloth, and, in many Acts of Parliament the Tax on Wool is ſometimes called a Subſidy, 
at 7 8 an Impoſition: The Duties of Tonnage and Poundage, in all times, are 
called Subſidies. . _ „ e 

The Taxes called Tenths and Eifteenths, are frequently called Subſidies, It was a cer- 
ain T, ori nary ſet upon the Polls, Decima pars Omnium Mobilium ſuorum. In the 
Reign of E. fit. he way of taxing Tenths and Fifteeriths was alter'd, the Proportions 
being then ſettled by Commiſſion on afl Cities, Towns, Boroughs, &c. and return d in- 
to the Exchequer, every place knew its Proportion, It appearing in the Roll in the Ex- 
| r and this Tax in thoſe Days was perſonal, ſet and levied on the Goods, and not 
on the Land, but afterwards this was agreed to be tevied, Secundum Ratam Terrarum - 
About the 32d Year of Hen. VIII. a new kind of Subfidy came in, which was not certain 
till aſſeſs d; It was an Aid to be levied on every Subject of four Shillings in the Pound on 
Land, and Two Shillings Eight Pence or the like on Goods, This, alſo, was a Tax on the 
Perſon, by reaſon of his Land and Goods, and not on the Land or Goods; he was tax d 
where he liv'd, not where his Land or Goods were: This laſt Tax was called a Sub- 
fidy, and continued till the Year 1642, when the Method was introduc'd'to Tax by Pound 
Rate on the Lands and Goods, by way of monthly Aſſeſſment; * of tf - 7 
Aſter the Reſtoration, the Name or Word-Sublidy grew leſs frequent in Acts of. Parlia- 
nent: In the 15th Year of Car. II. A Subſidy was grantee the Temporalty, and ano- 

er by the Clergy of like ſort with the antient Subſidy ; In the 16 and 17 Years of Car. II. 
a Subſidy was granted under the Name of the OP Aid, by way of monthly Aſſeſſment, 
4 — | . f r 5 7 b . er 
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after the Method firſt ſettled in the Year 1642. In the 22 and 23 Car TR fig? er mm 
ed by the Name of a gane 6 The King's Debts, Which Sadſidy conſiſted of 4 


5 for Pa 


Duties on Bankers, ſo. much per * 
much 70 nt, for Money, and of a Pound rate on Land, by way of a 
tim 


Fa 
From that | 
by the Nams af an Aid, other Taxes axe 1 from the ſubject Matter, and the 


The legal. Senſt fy Parliamentary Word Snbbdy is thus fixt, upon the ſtrongeſt Au- 
5 


ns | Goes 6 | 
ſtractly, in the conſtr of Letters Patents may and ought to be limited, if that ap- 
pears to the fre the 85 fe Cakgot a Subject, and vhs 
in the Caſe of the Crown in other Inſtances: The Grant of the antiert Office of the King's 
Cuſtomer or Collector, Is in theſe Words, viz. Offic:um Cuſt umar ſi ve Collector O'nium 


(Cut umar & Subjid' in Portu ure Glouc', &c. In which Grant the Word Subjid” as well- 
2 to be underſtood. 


ſuch as are properly within the Office of a Cuſtomer, that is, 
ſtated, is well granted to the preſent Auditors of Impreſt- 


to me, ei 
8d when the Clauſe was firſt inſerted, any intent in the 
d 


were in Nai Accounts of which were granted by expreſs Words. Bat this is, put 


in fo ſtrong a 


effectually to diſtinguiſh it from the Duties before enumeratec. | is 
þ Tho” they did not exiſt, ben 


0 


Lic " 
the Tax on Offices is now part of the Aid called the Land Tax, the Old Subſidy, tho the 
Method of raiſing it is modern; The Duty on Bankers was part of that Aid called a Sub- 
ſidy in the Reign of King Charles the IId; The Duties on Hides and Leather are of like 


is, ſo much as is laid on Imports and Exports, is a proper Subſidy. | 
is, fo — Flate Eftabliſhment of that Office by AR of Par- 


Ihe Duty on Poſt-Letters before the late Eſtabliſhment o 


Eſtabliſhmentof the Poſt-Office, the Duties ariſing by it are given as an Aid to the Crown 
to all Intents and — | rt; 
tiament. 
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3 5 | The Auditor of Exciſe firſt granted to Colonel Birch, 13 Feb. Anno 13 Car, II. ant 
ES ; continued to this Day as a diſtin& Office, is mentioned as another Inſtance, that the Words 
1 | Ty: Alior” Subfidior” quorumcungze, in the Patents of the Audicors of Impreſts, have not, 


"4 been underſtood nniverſfally of all Aids; Upon what ground ſoever that Office was firſt 
N | | erected, Your Lordſhips will obſerve from the Account, that is before given of this Clauſe, 
| that the erecting the Office of Auditor of the Exciſe could not, at that time, interfere with | 
; 1 the Patent of the Auditors of N e Clauſe its full extent, thoſe General | 
c . Words being firſt inſerted in Ma's Patent, which was only a Grant in Reverſion, and 
5 * . - was ſurrendted on the Grant to Mr, Bridges, long after the Office of the Auditor of Ex- 
5 | | ciſe was erected, ſo that it became an eſtabliſh'd Office, by the Authority of the Crown, ? Is, 
re any Auditor of Impreſts could make any Pretence to thoſe Accounts; Beſides, The 
time when the Office of Auditor of Exciſe was exected, is conſiderable, and indeed, the 
Words in the Act, which grants the Hereditary Exciſe to King Charles II. (tho' the Du- 
was firſt granted during the Interregnum) lay lome Foundation for the Power of the 
row to ere& this new Office, whatever Auditor might otherwiſe have claimed the 
Accounts of the Exciſe : I have not been able to inform my felf, in what manner the Ex- 
; ciſe was collected, and accounted for, after it was firſt granted to King Charles the 1]. 
| | Whether by one General Receiver or Farmer, or by different Farmers and Accountants 
8 | of diſtin Countries, If the latter was the Caſe, when the Anditor of Exciſe was firſt ere- 
ed, the Infringement, if any, was on the Grant to the Auditors of the Exchequer ; and 
| if the Duties Were anſwered by diſtin Accountants of Countries, when the Grant to 
* | Mr. Bridges took place, there was no Colour to fay, that the Accounts of the Exciſe were 
| ee | | within the Intent of theſe Words of Mr. Bridges Patent. 
| Upon the whole matter, I am of Opinion, that when the Patents to the preſent Andi- 
. tors of Impreſts determine, the Crown may diſtribute their Offices into as many Auditors 
0 2s the Crown ſhall think fit; During the continuance of theſe Patents, or either of them, 
| I think, the Crown may create a third Auditor for the Accounts of ſuch Duties, as the 
+ Treaſury ſhall from time to time refer to him, which will extend to ſuch Accounts, as 
? 1 they are impower d from time to time to reſer, which is the Caſe of the Lotteries ; But 
| as to the Accounts of the Wine Lycenſes, Hawkers and Pedlars, Duties on Hides and Lea · 
| ther, and any other New Duties ſtanding, in this Reſpect, on the ſame Foundatiap, and 
the Accounts of the Poſt Office, and alſo the Accounts of the Receiver General and 
Comptroller General of the Cuſtoms, I am of Opinion, that the preſent Auditors of Im- 
Sz preſt are well intituled to them by their Patents, and that any Grant made by the Crown 
| of the auditing the Accounts of thoſe Duties, or any of them, during the continuance of 


48. 2 2 
their Patents, or either of them, would be an Injury to their Freehold, the Ring would 
: | be deceived in any ſuch Grant, and it would be illegal and void. | 8 . | 
: | All which is humbly ſubmitted 
i : N. Lechmere. 


24th November, 1715. 
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2 5 "2 5 85 To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of 
#1 : => 3 8 3 Majeſty's Treaſury. GE 


; | May it pleaſe your Lordſhips, ; . 
2M Jince I laid my Report before your Lordſhips relating to the making of a New Auditor, 
| : EE find I was miſlead in one matter of Fact, which is, that the Words ( And of all other 
WF Subfidies whatſoever, by Ad of Parliament granted or to be granted ) were antiently in the 
li Auditors of the Impreſts Patents, which induced me to apprehend, that the Word Sub- 
5 ? | fidies ſhould be taken in a reſtrained Senſe, and be confined. to ſuch as were antiently 
3 "Ro : and rly called Subſidies, when the Word Subſidies were firſt uſed in their Patents. 
* T 
| till 21 « the fe Words were not in the tors Fatents, but 
were firſt inſerted in the Patent to Mr. Bridges to be one of the Auditors of Impreſts, 
1 5 and that the then immediate Patent, which was granted to Mr. Auditor Beale, was only 
17 of the Acconnts of the Collectors of the Impoſitions and Cuſtoms præterit, and of the | 
* Great Farm of the Cuſtoms, as they then were taken by the Auditors of the Impreſts, S 
F and of the Subſidies of Tonnage and Poundage of the King his Heirs and Succefſors. , | | 
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8 ( 12) Wor 1 
This, I own, makes an Alteration in the conſideration of theQueſtion,/for then, when 
Subſidies, 8 y ſo, were not in uſe, nor had been for many Years beſbre, they could 
not be meant by other Subſidies inſerted in the Auditors Patent. ” an 
This now being the Caſe, that theſe Words came into the Patents of che Auditors in 
1672, the 8 1 on remains, what was meant by adding them. If the Auditors from 
that time had uſed to Audit the Accounts of all new Aids, as they did not, ſuch uſage 
would have effectually proved, what was intended by the Words added, the want of: 
which leaves the Queſtion fill a doubt, and, I think, Mr. Zownds's Opinion hath great 
weight in it; that Subſidies there ſhould be reſtraineg'to Cuſtoms, ſtandint in the me 
Clauſe with Impoſitions, Cuſtoms and Subſidies of Tonnage and Poundage, and that 
therefore the whole Ctanſe concerns only Cuſtoms, and that the latter Words were on- 

to ſhew the Auditors were to audit as well the preſent at the future Cu- 


iy explanato : 
oms; and the Cuſtoms of Tonnage and Poundage being called Subſidies; the fame word 


is uſed for all preſent and future Cuſtoms, which is much confirmed by the fi t 
Words [ 4s they are now taken, that is, the Accounts of them, or- were ofore t = 
the Auditors of the Imprefts ] which ſeems to import, that nothing new was — | 
to them. And the Practice ſtated in my former Report, as I apprehend, ſhews that: the 
word Subſidies in thoſe Patents were not taken to include new Inland Duties; and for 
that reaſon ſeveral of the Acts of Parliament giving them, directed the Accounts of the 
fame to be andited by the Auditors of the Impreſts, and ſome. of them expreſly impqwer 
thoſe Auditors to take the Accounts of them; however, I think the ſettling this matter 
will require a judicial Determination. Having faid this, it's neceſſary for my own'Viri- 
dication, to ſtate how I came into this Miſt When Mr. Sollicitor General and my 
ſelf received your Lordſhips Commands, we often met to conſider; of this Queſtion ; 
and, it was apprehended by us both, and fo we were told, that theſe Words Were in 


antient Patents; however, we directed our Clerks of the Patents to ſearch at the Rolls, 


how they had been; and Mr. Sollicitor General's Clerk took; the Account of What was 
found, in order to lay them before us, but he deliver'd them to his Maſter, and I never 
had an Account, that on that Search, any thing was found different from what I appre- 
hended ; and, altho' I often 'mention'd my Apprehenſion of the Conſequence of thoſe. 
gorge, paving been long in thoſe Patents, and at Mr. Sollicitor Generals deſire, let him 


ſee the Rough Draught of my Report, and communicated to him whatever occur'd to 


me on this Subject; yet I had no hint of this Diſcovery made on the Search ſo directed; 


nor could I obtain the favour from him of ſeeing his Report, where, I believe, I might 


have found this Secret. | | S702 nden ES 1, 
I do not mention this with any Reflection, but only for my Excuſe for being miſtaken 


in a matter of Fact, and the only uſe. I ſball make of it is, for the future to traut only ta 
wy own. Hes. | Sad | 


Al which is humbly ſubmitted to your Lordſhips great Wiſdom. 
Edw. Northey. ; 
Decemb. 1ſt, 1715. 
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Ardfdiips to find, that this Fact, thüs 


94.90 


- 


/ inlexted-it the Patent to %% h, which Patent, and not that to Be: 


1 in the Signet Office, I ſent That Original Bill to 
Mr. Attorney General, and It lay before him fome time, before he made his firſt Re- 
In-which Patent to Briages that to Hud is recited at large. | 1 TFET; 
| Lordſhips can Imagin, That Mr. Attorney General did not pernſe it, before 
he: Rapery He aſſures your Lordſhips in the Second, That he has ſince 
caus d che Patents to be ſearch d, and on that Search, has made this Diſcovery, and, in 
making this ſecond Report has urd bis can Eyes,; If fo, and on your Lordſbip's Exami- 
jon of this Fact, It ſhould appear to be, in the manner I have ſtated it, twill Be Hard 
poſe, That Mr. Attorney General, at the time he made his Rcond Report, did not 
now: the Fact to be otherwiſe, than he has therein ſtated it: Subſidies properly ſo called, 
in the Senſe of Mr. Attorney General's firſt Report, were in uſe 19 Car. I. when the 
Words were firſt inſerted in the Auditor's Patents, for which reaſon Mr. Attorney Ge- 
-neral Malt go back to the Opinion he had given ybur Lordſhips in his former: Report, 
If he had no other Reaſon: to change it, but this matter of Fact; Arid it Mr. Attorney ' 
Genetal knew, that the Fact vas not, as he has ſtated It to your Lordfhips, in his ſecond 
Report, 'twill be as difficult for you not to conclude, that He had other In- 
| ducements, beſide the, pretence of this matter of Fact, for quitting his former, Opinion, 
and Referring» your Lordſhips, as He does in his ſecond Report, to the Opinion of 
Mr 7 1 - . 1 > 


Mr. Attorney General in his ſecond Report ſuggeſts to your Lordſhips, T hat if m 
the Tear. 1672. (the time he alledget, the Words Int came into the Parent AX 5p 
rors"of | Tmiprefts had had the Auduim New Aids, As They did not, ſc» age had cgr- 
Hua Freud, what was meant by the Word Subſidies, the want of which LI ſappoſe he 
nieans their not having the New Aids} leaves the Queſtion ftill a Doubt. As this Fact :; 
ſtated, it may lead your Lordſhips into a Belief, tar the Uſage fince the Year 1672. has 
been in favour of Mr. Attorney General's Conſtruction, even in the mitter of the New 
Duties, I am willing to Imatzin, That by the Words, New Aids, Mr. Attorney Ge- 
neral would have your Lordſhips underſtand, Aids of all Kinds granted ſince 1672] 

Becauſe the far greateſt part of them being, as Mr. Attorney General very well knew, 

foreign do the Queſtion; In ſuch a Senſe, thoſe Words could tend to nothing but to 

7 and mi your Lordſkips. The Uſage in Auditing the Accounts of all Duties, 
on Merchandizes, of the Exciſe, of the Aids on Tand or Eouſes, of all ſuch Dütięs, 
which have been audited purſuant to the expreſs Lirektion of the Acts of Parliament, 
all of them ſtanding in particular foundations, could have no relation to the preſent 

Queſtion 3 and Theſe being lai tour of tlie caſe, There are no new Aids; that I can find, 

ſince 1672. the Uſage in Auditing whereot can be material, except tlie Accounts. of the 

Poſt-Office, Wine-Licenſes, Hites and Skins, and Hawkers, and Pedtars: And as to 

every one of them, the Uſage has been agii1it the conſtruction Mr. Attorney General 
puts on the Words, and favours that which I have Submitted 10 you in my forttter Ke- 
port; The Auditors of Impreſts having had the Accounts of themm < . 5 
„ Auditor Aldworth; having been Auditor to the Dake of 7k, to whom the Poſtage 
Was granted, had thoſe Accounts by virtue of 2 particular Grant from the Crown; But 
. face his Death, which was, as I am intorm'd, in or near the Yar 1692, to this time, 
thoſe Accounts have come of coarſe to the Aulirors of Impreſts. e 
The Accounts of the Wine-Licenſes; Hawkers and Pedlars, and Hides and Skins, have 
boon likewiſe Audited of courſe” by the: Auditors of Impreſts, even fromthe time they 
were re wely given by Parliament; Nay, fo univerſal has the 8 been, That 
an New Duties, hot put under a particular Method by the expre& Words of the Ads of 
Parliament, did belong to the Auditors of os wk Thar even the Accounts of the Duties 
0 


Inference hz draws from this Fa 
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afifing on dhe Funds granted for che ſever1l Lotteries mentionad in; Mr, Lonnds's 2 ö 
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Mr. Attorney Gen. was throughly of theſe Falts likewiſe; before he mide his firſt” 
'd Medes From every one of thoſe Offices for our Infor-" 


Report, we having jointly examin'd | 

mation in this particular, and your Lordſhips will find, That in the Cloſe of his firſt Report, 

he expreſly admits the Fact to be ſo, in theſe Words, viz. The Alte of Parliament grving 
| re whom they all be accoumed for, But thi Officers 


theſe New Duties have not direttad 
oe, withour lr di the 
5.0 


ſecond, he alledges it as a Fact in Confirmation o 


ow Trae acrcounred befory the — 
Ff his C 


ſta 


of f 
himſelf knew, that, ſo far as is material, it was 0 


. Attothey Gen. in this ſecond Report makes uſe of the | 
per auditor . vel car ulter, às one Proof, That the Words Alior* 
rumcungue, ſhall extend only to Duties on Merchandi 
ſeeming, as he Gys, to import That nothing new was gran 
Words, in themſelves, are only a Declaration or Direction touching the manner of 
the Accounts by the Auditors of lmpreſts, and are not reſtriftive as to the things 
to them. But, There is a Fact, which convinces me, that N Arg not intended to 
limit or reſtrain the Words, Alior n W. vic. Nun, 
&c. being in the Patent to Morſield, 7 Car. I. Eleven Years before the other Words cums 
into that to , and ſo far as the Recital of Muds Patent in that to Bridget, will wur- 
rant the Aſſertion, The Words Front, &c. were not inſerted in that Patent, when the 


Having ſince my former, ſeen and peruſed Mr. Attorney General's firſt as well as his laſt Re- 
port, I ſhould be wanting in my Duty to your Lordſhipe, IE l did not lay ſuch farther Obſervari- 
ons before you as appear to me neceflary for your Information cially in Point of Fact. 

Mr. Attorney General makes no complaint of his being mi in any Fact relating to 
the Point of the Receiver or Caſſier of the Cuſtoms, but reſts that with your Lordſhipe, 

on the Facts ſtated in his firſt Report. His Opinion on that Point, ſo far. as i to b c. 
lected from his Report, is founded on theſe Facts, | e 

Viz. That before the erett;ng the Office of Reterver br Callier, the old Caftomer or Culle- 
Hor his. Accounts, 2 the Auditor of Impreſts. | 15 A 
2 the Accounts of the Receiver were given t hem in liew of the Accolnts of the Giftomer. 


F the Accounts of the Receiver be talen from the Auditors, which, he ſays, the 
4 e the els Ge! Oe means the Old Cuffomels] mu 


paſs therr Accounts, before the ſaid Auditors. | {ooh j 
Every one of theſe Facts, according to my beſt Information of them, is without 
foundation; They all, indeed, depend-on the ficſt ö The Accounts of the Old Guſtomer | 


or Collector were never taken, or pretended to, by the Auditors of Impreſt, þ wa Were 


ae, 


&. 
theſe. 


4 


by expreſs Words granted to the Auditors of the Exchequer, N called the Audi- 
tors of the Land Revenue; and Mr. Attorney was no r to this Fact, a Copy of Au- 
ditor Aldworth's Patent lying before him ſome Weeks, befage-he ſent his firſt to 
* Lordſhip's ; and ſince his firſt ee and before his ſecond, I again took notice to 
im of this Fact. The Conſequence of that Fact is, That the Arcounts of the Receiver of 
the Cuſtoms were not given to the Auditors of 1 lieu of the Accounts of the 
Cuſtomer, as Mr. Attorney General aſſerts; and if thoſe Cuſtomers ſhould be reſtor d 
to their Collection, and become the Accountants, The Auditors of the Exchequer, and 
not of Impreſts, would take their Accounts by virtue of their Grants. I have more fully 
ſtated this in my former Report. #060 | 5 . 
his firſt or ſecond Report, taken notice 


Mr. Attorney General has no where, either in . 
to xour Lordſhips, of a Fact very material to the Point of the Collector of Cuſtoms, 


viz. That ſince the Erection of the Office of Receiver of the Cuſtoms to this Day, near. 
Fifty Years, his Accounts have always of courſe been taken by the Auditors of Impreſts, 
tho' of this Fact he was likewiſe fully apprized. This is more obſervable, becauſe he does 
in the Point of the New Duties in both 3 but more particularly in the ſecond, Ad- 


mit, That if the Practice as to New Aids had been with the Auditors of Impreſts ſince he 
Year 1672, It would have effetually pros d, what was | means by the Word Subſidies in their 


Parents. | | | | 
In his firſt Report, Mr. Attorney General informs your Lordſhips, that having ſent 
for the Patent of Creation of the Office of Receiver of the Cuſtoms, he finds, * 


other things, that the Comptroller of the Cnſtoms is todeliver to the Auditors of Impreſts an 
Account of the Debt of every Collector, and that the Receiver ſhall be charged with no more, 
than his actual Receipt 3 But does not ſo much as mention to your Lordſhips am + "4 | 
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£ Which follows immediately in the Patent of the Receiver, viz. That the Auditor is to ; 
4 his Accounts according'y. On this Occaſion, I muſt crave leave to Acquaint your Lord- 
ieh That after frequent Conferences with Mr. Attorney General, in the courſe of three 
> our Weeks, on this Queſtion, and finding, That neither the expreſs Grant of 
Accounts of the Cuſfomers to the Auditors of the Exchequer, Nor the. long 
A and . uninterrupted Practice in Auditing thoſe Accounts by the Auditors of Im prelts, 
| made any Impreſſion, on Mr. Attorney General, I did, at length Prevail on him, to 
ſend for the Patent of. Creation of Receiver or Caſhier, on Pacing of which, by his 
own Clerk of the Patents, to us both, and on the diſcovery of thoſe Words, which Mr. 
Attorney General has omitted to take notice of to your Lordſhips, He did, in the moſt 
Lars. manner, Declare himſelf fatisfy'd in this Point of the Collector, and continued ſa, 
without. the leaſt Scruple, for ſome days. Mr. Wortley, who by your Lotdſhips per- 
miſlion, as Mr. Attorney General told me, Attended us on this Occaſion, was ſent by 
Mr. Attorney General to ſome of your Lordſhips, to Recommend the withdrawing the 
— 1 and that no Report ſhould be inſiſted on; Mr. Attorney General declaring 
mſelf Nr That it would not anſwer expeftation. However, after ſome days We 
8 t a Report Was expected, ſoon. after which 1 perceiv d, that Mr. Attorney 
General had forgot the Impreſſion, which had been made on him, by that Declaration 
in che Receivers Patent, and return'd to his former Opinion, and wherein he ſtill per- 
lifts. I made frequent complaints to Mr. Attorney General of his donbling upon me [as 
l my expreſſion was} in that manner, without giving me the leaſt reaſon to think, he had 
chang'd his Opinion, 0 of Law, And from this time, and on this occaſion, We 
reſolv'd to make ſeparate Reports. | | © 2 | 
I have conſider d the Notion. Mr. Attorney General lays down in his firſt Reporp of 
the Word Sublidy, viz. That it hath a reftrain'd and appropriated Signification in Alls of 
Parliament, # ſo usd and known in the Law, Viz. four Shillings in the Pound or the 
like en. Land, or two Sh. ling eight Pence per Pound, cr the like, on Goods; and can't ſatisfy 
my ſelf, That there is any foundation for that expoſition of the Word Subſidy. The 
„ a appropriated Signification of any Term in Law, is a particular Senſe excluſive of all 
| others, It is true the Land Subſidy is generally, in ancient times, but more conſtantly 
from 2d of Heu. VIII. till ſome few Years after the Reſtoration, called a Subſidy, 
but, in all times, both before, during that Period, and ſince, other Aids of divers kinds 
called Subſidies even in Acts of Parliament. I have given a full State of this Point 
nn my former Report, to which I crave leave to Refer your Lordſhips. The Appropriated 
"I Senſe, Mr. Attorney General endeavours to put on the Word Suhſidium, is contradifted 
| by the tenor of all the Records of Accounts in the ſeveral Offices of the Exchequer, and 
; not warranted by the Opinion of any one Learned Man, that I can find, nor by any 
other Authority whatſoever, | 43 . 
* In his firſt Report, to give colour to his Opinion as to the New Duties, Mr. Attorney 
4 General lays Weight on the Practice of Auditing the Accounts of the Land and and Window- 
* "Taxes, which, he ſays, were never Audited or pretended to by the Auditors of Impreſts, 
* but by a particular Aale appointed by the Crown; But it appearing to Mr. Attorney 
General, as it muſt do, on reading the Grant to Auditor Aldworth, that the Auditors 
of the Exchequer had thoſe Accounts by the expreſs Words of their Patents, If Mr. At- 
| torney General had ſtated that Fact to your Lordſhips, He could not afterwards, with 
| the leaſt: colour, have laid S es is on. the practice touching thoſe Accounts: But this Aſſer- 
5 tion of his is render'd ſtill more ſurprizin by his repreſenting to your Lordſhips, That 
| the Accounts of the Land and Window-Tax have ben Audited by a particular Auditor 
appointed by the Crown, by which Expreſſion, your Lordſhips, as I humby preſume, may 
be led to ſuppoſe, that particular Auditors were appointed by the Crown for thoſe Taxce, 
Whereas, the Truth is, that They have been always Audited by the Auditores Scaceariz, the 
ancient, known and ſanding Auditors, by virtuz of the Antient Words in their Grants, 
| And of this Fact likewiſe Mr. Attorney General was duly appriz'd. 
| : I thought it a needful Service to Inform your Lordſhips of the ſeveral Facts before ſta- 
* tec; Such of them, as ſhall be found to be milrepfeſented by Mr. Attorney, and know- 
ingly fo, are, however, the only Yiſble Grounds of the Opinions he has given your Tord- 
Maps: ers, tho moſt material Facts, and, in Juſtice to your, Lofdſhips, ſuch as were 
neceffary to have been laid before you, and tho” fully within his 1 are, yet, 
entirely ſuppreſs d; By ſetting theſe things Right, your Lordſhips will, as I humbly pre- 
7 ſame, be enabled to frame your Judgment on the whole. | | 


:  __ Mr. Attorney General has made it neceſſary for me to take ſome notice to your Lord- 
ſkips of the latter part of his ſecond Report, whereia He imputes it to me, That he was 
mi 75 * * Tü when the Words LAliorum Schidiorum Quorumcunque] firſt canie 
into the Auditors Parents. | n 1 F 8 
| Four Lord{hips gan t but obſerve from my firſt Report, That if Mr. Attorney Gene: 
4 - ral has in his ſecond Report given your Lordſhips a true Information as to this matter df 
4 Fact, I was equally miſled in that Garcumtance For your Lerdſhips find, That * 
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Fas Mr. mo General calls it} was in uſe, and not in the 24 
PU CI oak fig 
ordſhips fir owever | ves, it works h Alteration At 
hey Gee Opinion as to the Queſtion N New for he continues in his 
cond Report, after this Diſcovery, to be of the ſame Opinlon as to that Queſtion, ag he 
Was it ke fo ier Re Tho', on -pretence of this Eror in Fact, He varies his Noti- 
on to the Word &. _ In his rſt Report, he de rains it ro the Land: Sub hes, in 
the latter, laying weight on Mr. Lownd:'sDpition, he confines it to Duties ou Merchand 
The Oonſtruction [yt on the Words Subjidium, Er. in 6 former Report, 16 
govern'd by the time, When they firſt came into the Patents, which will acquit me from 


in Rate the tim; When tkoſe Words fiflt came into the Þ; l 


| | erenc ies is thus far material, iz. That if he i n 
ſtaken, When he Aﬀerts; 3 t came in 24 Cm II, The Foundation of 
rt is deſtroy d, if they | 


The Conſequence 355 Attorney General, by his — ren. of Reafoging drive 


back to his former Opinions, Bat, be that matter of Fact as it will, 1 am hanibly of Opt- 
nion, That in either Caſe His conftruftion is miſtaken. os 2 5 

Your Lordſhips will further obſerve from my firſt Report, that the only — 1 
of the Word Subfidiur, which I apprehended could de brought in Competition With 
general Senſe of the Words, was to reſtrain it to Duties on Merchai 


gen es on ze; I frequent! 
. ask'd Mr. Attorney General to what Notion he confin'd the Word oba, — 4 
had not che 


never obtain a certain or fatisfactory Anſwer; But till I w his Repo 
leaſt Imagination, that he intended to reſtrain it to the Land Subſidy ; If I had, I ſhonld 
have taken a particular notice of it in my firſt Report for your Lordſtiips Satisfa/tion, 


as I have done of every Objection, that at any time learnt, white the matter wasdeper 
ding. From this tion ta Lordſhips may have Satisfaction, That i could de 
Attorney General ino a Conſtruction bf the Words, 


W, e the Nene of tay 2d appar 12 bs » farpel-00-90 
whic the Tenor of my own R a 0 be a to me. | 
Your Lotdſhips can't but ſee the unreaſonableneß of Mr. Attorney General's Complain 
even from the Nature of it, and as himſelf ſtates itz It had been vain for me to have en 
deavoured to have kept back a Fact from him, which appears on Record, and as unrea- 
ſonable to imagine I could have any ſuch D-ſign, when the Search was made by our joint 
Direction, as himſelf fays, and the diſcovery made in the preſence of his own Servant, 
But 1 Re I humbly preſume, ſtill more nnreaſonable, for Mr. Attorney General to 
make this a matter of Complaint againſt me, when be does not now, nor will he evet 
pretend to ſay, that he once enquired, either of my Self or my Servant, nor, as I have 
reaſon to believe of his own Clerk, as to this Fact, till he had made His firſt Report. 
This Complaint aroſe after our firſt Reports were made, and after Mr. Attorney Ge- 


neral, as 1 believe, had had ſome Account of mine, When he firſt mentioned it to me hit 
aller to was, t J had ſank [as he call'd of Patent of Erection of the Office c 


Auditor to which I then gave him a Satisfactory Anſwer. A few diys after, When ask 


him oo it, he quitted that particular, and ſaid, *rwas the Patent t was. 
kept en then call'd in my Servant to him, Who told him; That he fetch'd t 
Patent to Bridges from him, and took it off the Table then before him, the Day before 


Mr. Artorney General made his Report; Mr. Attorney General, at firſt, deny d this Fact, 
but afterwards told 3 I had ſunk the Obſervation on the Patent to Bridges. © 

Your Lordſhips will believe, That nothing but this extraordinary Proceeding of Mr. 
Attorney General could oblige me to give you this Account, which now I can't omit even 
in Juſtice to his Majeſty as well as to your I 9 becauſe this Account, togethet 
with your Examination into the Facts, on which he has founded his Reports, may tend 
much to your Information, even as to the Opinions, we have each of us g nn. 
Mr. Attorney General days, I was apprehended by ws both, and ſ we were told, thut 
rh:ſe Words were in antient Patents; I very well rẽmember, that Mr. Lownds, at one 
of our firſt Conferences, told us the contrary, and that the Word Subfdium was not ia 
the antient Patents, and, at the fame time I informed Mr. Attorney General, ia the 
hearing of two learned Serjeants, and Mr. Worrely, and Mr. Lownds, That I had reaſon t6 
believe, that the Office it ſelf was erected after the uniting the new erected Courts of Re- 
venue to the Court of Exchequer, tho', at that time, we had made no Search for the Pa- 
tents of Erection, nor had I, at any time, any other Apprebenfion as to theſe Facts. 

Mr. Attorney General ſays, We diretted our Clerks to Seargh ar the Rolls, hem ihe 
Parents had been, my Clerk took the 2 was found," in order 1e 
lay them before us, but that he deliver d them to me, Mr. Attorney General had & 
Account, . any thing was found an that Search, d fferent from what ke abprekended: 
Your Lordſhips will find by the Affidavit -annext; That the Search was male Tiny by 
Mr. Attorney General's Clerk and mine, I received the Account from my Servant; Mr. 
Attorney General never once enquir d of me or of my Servant, what Diſcoveries had 
been made, nor had I rraſon to doubt; but hz bad received the ſame Account from hisown 
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(17) | 
Servant, but I have now Reaſon to believe, and if your 2 702 ſhoutd examine into i 
vou will find, that Mr. Attorney General, tho' he directed the Search, never requi 
any Account from his own Clerk, till after he had made his firſt Report. 
1. MI. Attorney General complains, That, at my Defire, he Hemd me a rough Draught 
_. 1 3% of bis Report, and commnicated to me, phate der occur d to kim, and that he could 
2 4 wr obrain from ms the favour of ſeeing my Report. Mr. Attorney General did de- 
| * liver to me at Wiftminfter, what he call a Sketch of his Report, which I took with 
| me, and peruſed, and return'd to him in a Day or two; and I affure your Lordſhips, 
| tis little more, than the Extracts from the ſeveral Acts concerning the New Duties, 
| without any Opinion given upon them, or any notice of the material Facts, he after- 
wards inſerted in his Report, and whereon his Qpinion is founded. Mr. Attorney Ge- 
. [air did, indeed, communicate to me a Variety of Sentiments and Propoſitions, while 


is matter was depending, ſome of which, in Charity to Mr. Attorney General, I will 
not inſert in this Report to your Lordſhips. I did afterwards refuſe to let him ſee my Re- 
port; I had ſpent many Hours in debating with him the Subſtance of it; The moſt ma- 
I . terial Facts, on which my Report is founded, lay before him, during the whole Tranſa- 
4 | Ron, and from what had paſſed, on this occaſion, being without Hopes of a Concurrence 
8 | of Opinion, I foreſaw no Effect from communicating our Reports, but protracting the 
| matter, which had depended before us near two Months. : 
| I have no Reaſon to complain of the Perſonal Inſinuations Mr. Attorney General has 
made in this ſecond Report to your Lordſhips, becagſe I am well aſſur d, they could make 
no Impreſſions on your Lordſhips, but as the Facts ſhall appear to be warranted. But in 
jaſtiee.ts your Lordſhips, as well as to my ſelf, I muſt complain, That Mr. Attorney 
Genefal, as he told me himſelf, carried this Complaint, frivolous and groundleſs as I 
hope it appears to be, privately, to my Lord Chancellor, before he made his Report to 
/ your Lordſhips, and has ſince, handed it about, in a clandeſtine manner, among his Ac- 
| / quaintance. ; EY | | | 
In the cloſe of Mr. Attorney General's Report, I find a material Paſſage, which gives me 
Reaſon to apprehend, that I may have been miſled by him; Mr. Attorney General re- 
ports to your Lordſhips, that he had not heard the Auditors of Impreſts, who peradven- 
: ture, as he ſays, might have given ſome farther Light into this Queſtion, not being di- 
2 rected ſo to do. I am ata loſs to know, on what Ground and with what View Mr. At- 
| torney General ſhould think it neceſſary to give it 3s a Reaſon to your 8 his 
? | not hearing them, that He was not directed ſo to do, He, EY acquainted me, T hat he re- 
; ceiv'd poſitive Injunctions at your Lordſhips Board, in my abſence, That the Auditors of 
Imprefts ſhould not be heard, before the Report was made. The Auditors did Demand of Us, 
That they might be heard, before any Report was made, but they were not heard. | 
I have review'd and reconſider d my former Report, on this, which is now become a 
Queſtion of great moment; I am not ſenſible of any material Error, I have therein com- 
mitted in Point of Fact, nor have I any Reaſon, after the moſt impartial conſideration 
4 I can give it, to alter the Opinion, I have before given your Lordſhips in Point of Law. I 
35 7 . have been under no other Influences, nor have had any other View, than his Majeſties 
. Service, and your Lordſhips Information, And for thoſe Ends, I have endeavour d to ſet 
FX. | this whole matter, in a full and clear Light, That your Lordſhips may not be miſled. 
oF 5 | I ſhall be ready, as it was my Duty to have done, Whilſt I was in the Kings Service, to 
? 


attend your Lordſhips, if you pleaſe to give me notice, when you enter on the Conſi : 
deration of the Reports, or at any other time on that occaſion, | | 
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I a TR 9885 Ni. Lechmere, 
5 : | 5 | 14th December, 1715. 
HER oF aus Grubb Gent. maketh Oath, that there _ ſome time lince, a Reference from the 
3 J Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſiotiers of his Majefties Treaſury to Sir Edward 


{ eng lr his Majeſties Attorney General, and Nicholas Lechmere, Eſq; then his Ma- 
SI: jeſties Sollicitor General, upon a Queſtion' relating to a third Auditor, Directions were 
#5 | iven in the preſence of M Attorney General and the ſaid Mr. Lechmere, to Mr. Tench 
/ en Clerk of the Patents to Mr. Attorney and to my ſelf, to ſearch at the Rolls for the 
x Patents of Erection of the Offices of the two Auditors of 2 and to ex- 
zmin them ith the ſubſequent Grants of . 
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made from time" t6 tine 0 the Powers contained in them. \ Actordingly: this. © 
gd did Orr times „ the 3 Mr. -Tench 10 aſſiſt 1 wg mille 

and upon ſuch Seare 8 together with t 1 3 
„ l rage 1 what hs hr o be rf. Sas of the Rid - -" 2: 0 
aud upon further Search, the faid Mr. Tench' and this Deponent did Aud ſeveral . 


"7 other ub ſequent Grants of the Gid Offices, which Mr. Tench and this Deponent d 
br, min tog ether, and com with the Powers contained: in the firſt Grant, « 
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| 3 5 is Dep 1 did take Notes, Which Notes, this de did afterwards, | 

1 | I 8 Cate to the id Mr. Lechmere, and if the al Geeeral had ever: gwen 
Mo RE / 2 Deponent the on intimation, that he wanted —— inform'd, what diſcovery had been . 
= made upon th Search, Deponent ſhould very readily have — on 4 7 
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of — have communicated the fame to him. But this Deponent never had any ſuch 
tion from him, nor did hear him, or Mr. 7. wy at any time complain 1 any 
was „ from him, that he tho t neceſſi = 4 for his ivformation, till a eo Es | 
made his firſt Report to the Lords of the Treafury: And this nent farther ith, —— 3 
rt that the Original Bill from the Signet Office, of the Grant of the Office of. Audhor 16 to 3 | 
Mr. Bridges, was left with the ſai Attorney General; before his firſt Report was made: By 2 
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1 1 And this Deponent can be the more poſitive in'this Fact, -becauſe he this Deponent did BE 
3% ud . 14 
2 take a Note thereof i jo, bis Pocket-book in the faid Attorney Generals 5 | 5 
i 5 | the ſame was there left by Mr. 'Srevens Clerk to the ſaid Nr. Lechmere; And a 
*F VE Ex himſelf did afterwards fetch the ws; away out of the ſaid Attorney Generals 2 IF. I 
5 4 uly, in Preſence of Mr. Green, Clerk to Attorney, And this Deponent-further | 5 
. ſays, that on Saturday the third 'of this Inſtant," this Deponeat attended on Mr. Le. " - 
Du | * Þ mere at Mr. Attorney Generals Chamber, and being called into Mr: Attomney#Stady, $1.8 
= f 4 and ask d by Mr. Lechmere, whether the Aid Bill er Patent to Mr. Bridges WAI nt ! l by | 5 
® . 9 7 
1 bo with Mr. Attorhey 3 This Deponent acquainted Mr. Attorney of that Fact, "inthe 1 man-. ; (48 5 
. * a. X 
| 5 4 ner above ſtated, but this Deponent remembers, that Mr. Attorney did then e r 
4 50 * „ * CY 
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